
Pilgrimage to the

HOLY LAND
November 6 - 17, 2017



Day 1, November 6
Send off Mass at St. Nick’s



There’s always one in the crowd!



Day 2, November 7
Arrive in Tel Aviv

We arrive at Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion 

Airport in the evening. We meet Rami, 

our tour guide, and Roy Schoeman. 

We then drive along the Mediterranean 

coast to Stella Maris in Haifa, Israel, 

our home for one night.

<<< Trafficated for sure!



Day 2, November 7
Stella Maris on Mount Carmel - Haifa

Stella Maris is the largest 

Carmelite Monastery and world 

center of the Order.



Stella Maris is also the home of 

the prophets Elijah and Elisha 

and is built above the very cave 

where Elijah lived.

Day 2, November 7
Stella Maris on Mount Carmel - Haifa



Place where Elijah had his 

famous duel with the prophets 

of Baal (1 Kings 18).

Day 3, November 8
Muhraqa - Haifa

Jezreel Valley, which during the course of 

7,000 years has seen countless battles. 

The Book of Revelation identifies this 

spot as the place where the final battle of 

Armageddon will be fought.



Day 3, November 8
Muhraqa - Haifa

Statue and altar commemorating the duel.

In the base of the altar are 12 local stones,  

according to the number of the tribes.



St. Joseph’s carpentry shop located 

near the Church of the Annunciation. 

Day 3, November 8
Nazareth



Day 3, November 8
Church of the Annunciation, Nazareth



Day 3, November 8
Church of the Annunciation, Nazareth

Just behind the altar is the actual room in 

which Mary said “yes” to the angel Gabriel.



Day 3, November 8
Church of the Annunciation, Nazareth

Celebrated Mass in a side chapel.



Day 3, November 8
Mount Tabor, Galilee

Mount Tabor is a hill rising 1,500 feet about sea level over looking the Jezreel 

Valley of Galilee. This is where Jesus was transfigured and revealed his Divine 

Glory to the apostles (Matt 17:2). 

View from lookout on top Mount Tabor.



Day 3, November 8
Mount Tabor, Galilee

Since the 4th century, Christians have commemorated the Transfiguration of 

Christ at this location.



Day 3, November 8
Cana, Galilee

Cana is a town just five miles from Nazareth and it was here that Jesus began 

His public life when He performed His first miracle by changing water into wine 

at a wedding feast. 

It was here also that He blessed marriage and raised it to the dignity of a 

sacrament. 



Day 3, November 8
Cana, Galilee

This old jar is said to be one of the six jars used 

for the miracle. Each stone jar had a capacity of 

20-30 gallons. (John 2:6) It is clear that John 

gives us such detail in order to highlight the 

magnitude and scope of the miracle that was 

about to occur before the crowd at the feast.

In commemoration of this event, it is a common 

tradition that married couples renew their marital 

vows at this site.



Day 4, November 9
Galilee

Church of Peter’s Primacy (John 21:16). Here on the northwest shore of Galilee, 

Jesus appeared to the Apostles after His Resurrection and confirmed Peter in the 

role as Vicar of Christ with the words, “Feed My Sheep.” 

This limestone rock is venerated as the 

"Mensa Christi" Latin for "table of Christ" and 

is believed to be the spot where Jesus laid 

out a breakfast of bread and fish for the 

Apostles after they came in from fishing.



Day 4, November 9
Galilee

Mass at the Peter’s Primacy 

Amphitheatre with the Sea of 

Galilee in the background. 



Day 4, November 9
Galilee

Dipped our feet in the Sea Galilee.

Father

Shofner’s

feet selfie

<<<



Day 4, November 9
Capernaum

Capernaum which for three years was the center of Jesus’ public ministry. Here 

our Lord met his first disciples – Peter, Andrew, James, John and Matthew – and 

worked many miracles. He healed Peter’s mother-in-law of a fever, brought a 

child back to life, cured a leper, healed the centurion’s servant, cast out a demon 

from a young boy and healed all that were sick (Matt 8:16).  



The late fourth century A.D. “White Synagogue” built upon the remains of the 

“Synagogue of Jesus”.



Day 4, November 9
Capernaum

The house of Simon Peter is located beneath the Church of St. Peter.



Day 4, November 9
Kursi, Golan Heights

This is an archaeological site containing the ruins 

of a Byzantine monastery and identified by 

tradition as the site of Jesus' "Miracle of the 

Swine".



Day 4, November 9
Kursi, Golan Heights

Jesus met a possessed man and miraculously cast out a legion of demons into 

the herd of swine (Lk. 8:26).



Day 4, November 9
Lunch of Saint Peter’s Fish



Day 4, November 9
Tabgha

The Church of the 

Multiplication of the 

Loaves and Fishes is 

on the northwest 

shore of the Sea of 

Galilee. It 

commemorates the 

miraculous feeding of 

the five thousand as 

described in Mark 6 

just before Jesus 

walks on water.



Day 4, November 9
Tabgha

The Church preserves an 

early Christian mosaic 

along with the traditional 

stone on which the 

miraculous meal was laid.



Day 4, November 9
Sea of Galilee



Day 5, November 10
Mount of Beatitudes

The Mount of Beatitudes is the traditional site of Jesus' delivery of the Sermon 

on the Mount.  The Church is octagon-shaped to symbolize the eight beatitudes 

and it is crowned with a copper dome below which are eight windows adorned 

with verses from the Sermon on the Mount.



Day 5, November 10
Mount of Beatitudes

Mass was 

celebrated 

outside at the 

St. Luke Altar.



Day 5, November 10
Chorazin

Chorazin is one of the three towns cursed by Our Lord for their lack of faith (Lk. 10). 

Seat of 

Moses

<<<
Below white line is during the time of 

Christ, above is built after.



Day 5, November 10
Jewish Synagogue in Safed

If the candle is lit, the Jewish torah scrolls are present behind the blue curtain.



Day 5, November 10
Golan Heights

Banias Spring rises from under a cave and is one of the sources of the Jordan 

River.  It was here, the ancient Caesarea Philippi, where after Peter made his 

confession of faith, Jesus said “You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my 

church.” (Mt. 16)

Pagan temple of Pan >>>>



Day 5, November 10
Golan Heights, Mount Meron

Mount Meron borders of Syria, Jordan, and Israel. It is also the highest peak in 

Israel at 1208 meters above sea level and was used as a military base.



Day 5, November 10
Dead Sea

Borders Israel, the West Bank, and Jordan – is a salt lake whose banks are more 

than 1,312 feet below sea level, the lowest point on dry land. Its famously 

hypersaline water makes floating easy, and its mineral-rich black mud is used for 

therapeutic and cosmetic treatments. 



Day 6, November 11
Samaria, Palestine

Jacob’s Well, where 

Jesus asked a 

Samaritan woman for a 

drink and offered her 

“living water”, lies in the 

crypt of a modern 

Greek Orthodox church 

at Nablus in the West 

Bank.

It is often considered 

the most authentic site 

in the Holy Land —

since no one can move 

a well that was 

originally more than 

131 feet deep.



Day 6, November 11
Samaria, Palestine

Relics of the Samaritan woman’s scull and 

St. John the Baptist’s finger.



Day 6, November 11
Jericho

The oldest known city in the 

Western world. In 1250 B.C., 

Joshua encircled the city and at 

the blast of the priests’ 

trumpets, the walls came 

tumbling down (Joshua 6).

Many times Jesus passed 

through this city on his way to 

Jerusalem.

The sycamore tree which 

Zacchaeus climbed in order to 

catch a glimpse of Jesus, still 

grows in this area. 



Day 6, November 11
Mount of Temptation, Jericho

After Jesus was baptized, He went up a high mountain and prayed and fasted for 40 

days during which time He was tempted by the devil. Now called the Mount of 

Temptation, a Greek Orthodox Monastery was built over the cave where Christ stayed. 



Day 6, November 11
Mount of Temptation, Jericho

This monastery was built into the very rock of the mountain and can only 

be reached by a cable car that departs from ancient Jericho down below.



Day 6, November 11
Mount of Temptation, Jericho



Day 6, November 11
Mount of Temptation, Jericho

Monks and hermits 

have inhabited the 

mountain since the 

early centuries of 

Christianity. They 

lived in natural 

caves, which they 

turned into cells, 

chapels and 

storage rooms. 

One monk live 66 

years in a cave. 



Day 6, November 11
Mass at Terra Sancta, Jericho



Day 6, November 11
Jordan River

The Bible tells us that 

the Children of Israel 

crossed the River 

Jordan opposite 

Jericho when they 

came into the Promised 

Land.  The prophet 

Elijah divided its waters 

and crossed with Elisha 

on dry land. Naaman 

the Syrian dipped in the 

waters seven times and 

was cured of his 

leprosy. And Jesus was 

baptized by John in the 

Jordan (Mark 1:9). 



Day 6, November 11
Jordan River

Jordan River where John the Baptist baptized Jesus, where we renewed our 

baptismal vows. 



Day 6, November 11
Jerusalem

Notre Dame Hotel, our home for the next six nights. Located within walking 

distance to the Christian Quarter of the Old City.



Day 7, November 12
Shepherd’s Field, Bethlehem

On the night of the birth of Jesus, the angels proclaimed the good news to the 

shepherds outside of Bethlehem in what is today called The Shepherd's Field. 

This was the place where the bewildered shepherds heard the angels singing 

"Glory to God in the Highest and Peace on Earth to Men of Good will." The 

church is meant to resemble a Bedouin tent according to the traditional and 

ancient way of living in the area.



Day 7, November 12
Shepherd’s Field, Bethlehem

Mass in a cave where 

Shepherds would have lived.



Day 7, November 12
Milk Grotto, Bethlehem

According to tradition, the Holy Family took refuge here during the Slaughter of 

the Innocents before their flight into Egypt. Tradition also has it that while Mary 

was nursing Jesus here, a drop of milk fell to the ground turning the cave white.



Day 7, November 12
Bethlehem

The Church of the Nativity, built by St. Helena, is the oldest church in the Holy 

Land still in use. It commemorates the birthplace of Jesus Christ.

The entrance door is called the "door of humility" because one has to bend 

down low to go through it.



Day 7, November 12
Bethlehem

Birthplace of Jesus Christ. The star marks the place where Jesus was born. 

The star has 14 points on it.  These represent the 14 generations of Jesus 

Christ from Abraham to David, then from David to the Babylonian captivity and 

after that from the Babylonian captivity to Jesus Christ.



Day 7, November 12
Bethlehem

Church of St. Catherine. In the basement is the grotto of St. Jerome and the burial 

place of the Holy Innocents.



Day 8, November 13
Temple Mount, Jerusalem



Day 8, November 13
Jerusalem

On the place where the 

Jewish Temple once stood, 

just beyond the Western 

Wall, now stands the Muslim 

Dome of the Rock.

Jewish Tradition

- Place were Abraham was 

to sacrifice Isaac

Muslim Tradition

- Place from which 

Mohammad went to heaven

In light of the dual claims over this site, it is one of the most contested religious 

sites in the world. Controlled by Israel since 1967, both Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority claim sovereignty over the site, which remains a major focal point of the 

Arab-Israeli conflict.



Day 8, November 13
Jerusalem

Al-Aqsa Mosque is the third holiest site in Islam for Muslims and is located in 

the Old City of Jerusalem.



Day 8, November 13
Jerusalem

St. Anne’s Church, Birthplace of Mary



Day 8, November 13
Jerusalem

Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus healed the paralytic man. 



Day 8, November 13
Jerusalem

Mass at Chapel by the Pools of Bethesda



Day 8, November 13

Mustard seeds

Mustard trees



Day 8, November 13
We were so blessed with beautiful weather!  Temperatures ranged from highs of 

80s and lows of 60s.  During the day, shade or sunscreen was recommended. 



Day 8, November 13
Bethany

Church of Mary, Martha, 

and Lazarus



Day 8, November 13
Bethany

Tomb of Lazarus. When Jesus' dear friend Lazarus died, he was buried 

in this tomb. lt was here that Jesus said of Himself "I am the 

Resurrection and the Life" and then brought Lazarus back to life.

Tomb of Lazarus



Day 8, November 13
Bethany



Day 8, November 13
Ein Kerem

The Church of St. John the Baptist in Ein Kerem is built over the site where it is 

believed that the birth of John the Baptist occurred. This marble star beneath a 

side altar in the church marks the place of his birth.



Day 8, November 13
Ein Kerem 

Church of the Visitation where Mary greeted her cousin Elizabeth and 

proclaimed her “Magnificat.”



Day 8, November 13
Ein Kerem 

The well where they met. The courtyard of the church is adorned with plaques 

of these famous words of the Mother of God in many languages.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Old City of Jerusalem is divided in many ways politically, but there are four 

different quarters that divide the city culturally, religiously and even historically.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Church of the Flagellation is located in the Muslim Quarter of the Old City of 

Jerusalem, near the St. Stephen's Gate.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Also included in this complex area are the 

Chapel of the Condemnation and Imposition 

of the Cross.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Via Dolorosa (Latin for the Way of Suffering) is a path within the Old City of 

Jerusalem believed to be the path that Jesus walked while carrying His cross on 

the way to His crucifixion.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the Holiest Christian site in the world stands 

on a site that encompasses Calvary, where Jesus was crucified, the Anointing 

Stone, and the tomb (sepulchre) He was buried. 



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Custodians of this site: Shared by the Armenian Orthodox Church, Coptic 

Church, Greek Orthodox Church and Roman Catholic Church (Franciscan 

Custody of the Holy Land)

Some time in the first half of the 19th 

century, someone has placed a ladder up 

against the wall of the church. No one is 

sure who he was, or more importantly, to 

which sect he belonged. The ladder 

remains there to this date.

No one dares touch it, lest they disturb the 

status quo, and provoke the wrath of others. 

The exact date when ladder was placed is 

not known but the first evidence of it comes 

from 1852.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Church of the Holy Sepulchre



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The tomb where Jesus was buried is within the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The tomb where Jesus was buried is within the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The inside of the tomb where 

Jesus was buried.

The stone that was in front of the tomb.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Just inside the entrance to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is the 

Stone of Anointing which tradition believes to be the spot where 

Jesus' body was prepared for burial by Joseph of Arimathea. 



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Mount Calvary in the Holy Sepulchre.  We had Mass here on Day 11.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Scouring pillar. This fragment of a column, composed of red porphyry, is housed 

in the Franciscan Chapel of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

This altar within the Holy Sepulchre holds a fragment 

of a column is where Jesus is believed to have sat 

when he was crowned with thorns.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Chapel of Adam is 

located directly below 

Calvary (Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre)—the place of the 

crucifixion of Jesus. 

According to tradition the 

“first Adam” was buried 

below calvary and that the 

blood of the “second Adam” -

Jesus, wet the bones of the 

first Adam. The Rock of 

Calvary is seen cracked 

through a window on the 

altar wall, the crack 

traditionally being said to be 

caused by the earthquake 

that occurred when Jesus 

died on the cross.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

This is the largest piece of the true cross is 

loaced in the Holy Sepulchre.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Last Supper Room is a second-story room in Jerusalem that 

commemorates the "upper room" in which Jesus shared the last Supper with 

the disciples. It is located directly above the Tomb of David and near the 

Dormition Abbey on Mount Zion. It is also called the Cenacle Room.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Dormition Abbey is in the Benedictine 

Basilica, built over the site where the Virgin 

Mary is said to have fallen asleep for the 

last time. A wood and ivory statue of the 

sleeping Virgin is found in the crypt.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Garden of Gethsemane is on the lower foothills of the Mount of Olives. 

"Gethsemane" comes from the Hebrew word for "oil press" because the Mount of 

Olives was full of olive trees which were pressed to make olive oil. These trees are 

the same trees that stood over 2,000 years ago and are called the “silent witness”.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

The Basilica of the Agony, also called the Church of All Nations, within 

the Garden of Gethsemane.



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem



Day 9, November 14
Jerusalem

Mass at the 

Basilica of the Agony



Day 10, November 15
Jerusalem

The only remnant of the Temple, the Western Wall, as it stands today. This is 

the holiest site in the world for Jews.



Day 10, November 15
Jerusalem

The church of St. Peter Gallincantu was built over the ruins of the palace of 

the high priest, Caiaphas, where Jesus was held overnight after His arrest. It 

is also the place where Peter denied the Lord three times.  The name "Galli-

cantu" means the cock crows in Latin and today a golden rooster protrudes 

prominently from the sanctuary roof.



Day 10, November 15
Jerusalem

Mass at Church of St. Peter Gallincantu



Day 10, November 15
Jerusalem

Prison cell (pit) 

in Caiaphas’ 

Palace where 

Jesus was 

held the night 

before His 

crucifixion.

(Psalm 88)



Day 10, November 15
Jerusalem

THE HOLY STAIRS

These stairs right next to the Church of St. Peter Gallicantu were a main 

thoroughfare in ancient Jerusalem, and were the way that Jesus would have 

walked to get to and from Caiaphas' house after His arrest.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

Started our day with Mass on Mount Calvary in 

Crucifixion Chapel in the Holy Sepulchre.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

The Chapel of the Ascension is located on the Mount of Olives and is 

believed to be the site from where Jesus ascended into Heaven 40 days 

after His Resurrection. Inside the octagon-shaped Chapel is a stone which 

according to tradition is where He ascended to Heaven.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

The Church of the Pater Noster (The Our Father) is located on the slopes of the 

Mount of Olives and is built over a cave which, according to tradition, was the 

place where Jesus hid with His disciples and taught them to pray The Our Father.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

Cave which, according to tradition, was the place where Jesus hid with His 

disciples and taught them to pray The Our Father.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

The walls of the church and the courtyard 

are adorned with large, colorful, ceramic 

tile plaques that contain the words of The 

Our Father in 140 different languages.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

The Church of Dominus Flevit stands at the foothills of the Mount of Olives, 

facing the Old City of Jerusalem.  According to tradition, this is the site from 

where Jesus looked upon the city of Jerusalem and wept over its fate, hence 

the church is shaped like a teardrop.



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem

The tree in which the crown of thorns would have been made.



Day 11, November 16
Holy Land

Jewish Cemetery

Muslim Cemetery

Golden Gate



Day 11, November 16
Holy Land



Day 11, November 16
Jerusalem



Day 12, November 17
Minnesota



Day 12, November 17
Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Nicholas


